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Media Platforms Design TeamRecently we posted a photo of sparkling white holiday lights on Instagram and asked followers if they preferred them over colorful lights. Our color-loving sister site Housebeautiful.com came out in favor of multi-hued sparkling decor, while we're in favor of simple, chic white. Here, the instagrammers who were on our
side share their reasons and photos of their own chic holiday displays. And head to housebeautiful.com where they're posting the best colored lights photos.And of course, we want to hear from you. Weigh in in the comments below to let us know your preference! Or snap a photo for Instagram and tag it #myholiday.View full post on
Instagram"White!! It's more elegant." -theenglishbasementView full post on Instagram"White! Try using a dimmer for a more subtle effect" -patrickhhoeyView full post on Instagram"White white and more white! Can't get enough. Love love love it! :)" -nikkizpixView full post on InstagramView full post on InstagramView full post on InstagramView full
post on InstagramView full post on InstagramView full post on InstagramI’m the Senior Editor of VERANDA.com, and you’ll also find me on our sister sites ELLEDECOR.com and Housebeautiful.com. I own far too many throw pillows, and dream of leaving my Brooklyn rental behind for a home I can wallpaper lavishly. Have a suggestion for the site (or
for my dream home’s wallpaper)? I'd love to hear it via Twitter!Watch Next My tropical "snow" also comes from an Australian native tree.Thoughtfully, Nature provides this during exactly the same small dry window of opportunity as the Alexander inflorescence. Just in time for Christmas decorations...The Australian Kapok is truly the tree that keeps
on giving. Cochlospermum gillivraei flowers during our tropical "winter", with joyful bright yellow flowers that cover the island. Uplifting. BUT, totally eclipsed by the intricacy of the fruit. Just look at this dissection; it's all been dried on the tree, waiting. The first time I opened a pod, I was blown away by the bounty. You can see how those cream
yellow crescents became glass hammocks in another of my 'bles ( The White fibre of our native Kapok is the cotton that can't be spun. It's that impossibly soft, walk-on- a- cloud -and -dream sort of thing. Or, the snow that never melts. Courtesy of Universal When Christmas comes around, it's time to pay extra close attention to all those Christmas TV
commercials, clear some extra space on the credit cards and think of ways to thoroughly overspend your budget (and plan for the ensuing financial hangover in January). Better yet, why not invite some friends over for some good food and conversation or snuggle up with your significant other for a little fireplace warmth? They’re both better options
than being trampled by the huddled masses of Black Friday and will benefit greatly from the right soundtrack. For that portion of the party planning, herewith are the 5 best jazz Christmas albums of all time. Ho, ho, ho, jazzbo. Courtesy Concord Music There are those who scoff -- including maybe Guaraldi himself -- but who can resist the gentle
swing of “O Tannenbaum,” the chiming ring of “My Little Drum” or the beauty of “Hark The Herald Angels Sing (and wonder which angel, exactly, is Harold)? And even the biggest Scrooge of all has the inner drive to dance like Snoopy when he hears “Linus And Lucy,” even if it happens only once a year. Hear It. Buy It. Courtesy Rhino Subtitled
"Vocal Jazz and R&B Classics," this 18-song collection from the folks at Rhino Records truly is a hipsters holiday. A couple of cuts from "Jingle Bell Swing" are duplicated here but, otherwise, the fare here is fun and unique. Mabel Scott’s “Boogie Woogie Santa Claus” sounds like it’s straight from a '40s nightclub, Pearl Bailey’s “Five Pound Box of
Money” is hilarious, and Julia Lee and Her Boyfriends’ “Christmas Spirit,” albeit a little downtrodden, is heartfelt and delicious. Skip the vastly overplayed Eartha Kitt version of “Santa Baby” and ignore the hideous cover of Louis Armstrong dressed in a Santa suit. Heart It. Buy It. Courtesy of Universal “It’s in the bag,” Ella Fitzgerald says, as she
puts a wrap around her version of “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town,” one of a dozen and a half holiday tunes Miss Ella recorded back in 1960. Many decades later, there’s still no one who’s done it better. Along with paying homage to her Christmas-y friends (Rudolph, Frosty, Santa), Fitzgerald jams on “Good Morning Blues,” melts into the lovely
acoustic guitar ballad “The Secret of Christmas” like an ice cube in a Manhattan and soars on “What Are You Doing New Year’s Eve,” just to keep things interesting. Frank DeVol’'s arrangements are perfect, even the ones with the background singers. Hear It. Buy It. Courtesy of Universal Originally recorded in 1961, Ramsey Lewis’ "Sounds of
Christmas" might be just 29 minutes long but, like those precious minutes in front of the fireplace wrapped in an imitation bear skin rug, it’s a half hour well spent. Lewis made this record with Eldee Young on bass and Red Holt on drums; they were arguably his best foils ever and, as a trio, they sounded as if they were of one mind. True to form, the
music is sensitive sometimes and funky always, even when string man Riley Hampton adds his arrangements to the proceedings. The title cut, alone, sounds like one big party, and the band’s rendition of “The Christmas Song” is as good as they come. Hear It. Buy It. Courtesy of Sony Sony Music scoured their catalog back in 1999 to put together this
compilation, and it stills stands up well, provided you’'re not looking to sing-a-long. Duke Ellington's “Jingle Bells” swings hard, and his orchestra’s rendition of “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy,” recast as “Sugar Rum Cherry,” is just a tad creepy, as if it could have very well been part of the original Grinch soundtrack. There are a couple of fun though
hardly standard cuts from Louis Prima (“Shake Hands With Santa Claus” and “What Will Santa Say? (When He Finds Everyone Swingin’)”) and a gorgeously dusky take on “The Christmas Song” offered by the lovely Carmen McRae. There are also some weird things toward the end -- Miles Davis’ anti-commercialism rant “Blue Xmas” and a strange
spoken word piece by Art Carney -- but that’s why it’s on the list (and Mannheim Steamroller is not). Hear It. Buy It. American musicians, historians, critics and listeners alike take pride in jazz, birthed in multicultural New Orleans. Many consider it to be the greatest and most original American export to the world. Historians trace the origins of jazz
to a number of different cultures and societal influences that converged in 19th-century New Orleans. Most significant was the import of men and women from Africa and the West Indies, taken as slaves for Colonial America, along with the refugees who fled Hispaniola to escape the bloodshed of the Haitian Revolution. Slavery, colonialism and the
exploitation of African peoples all play significant roles in the development of African-American music. In the early 1800s, slaves gathered in Congo Square in New Orleans to perform their traditional music and dances. Records from the time show that the slaves used string instruments, improvised and played drums in a polyrhythmic fashion
(multiple syncopated rhythms played simultaneously). Two types of African-American songs were important to the development of jazz: spirituals and work songs. Spirituals were religious folk songs that slaves sang to express their desire for freedom and their devotion to their faith. Unlike the primarily rhythm-based music of the dances in Congo
Square, spirituals were vocal -- marked by multiple harmonies and improvised lyrics. Work songs combine the rhythm of work with singing -- it's a tradition closely tied to the cultures of West Africa. These songs were used to synchronize a group as they worked together, with a leader calling out and the rest of the group responding. Many historians
attribute the call-and-response pattern in jazz to this early form of African-American music. The earliest jazz musicians were born within a short time of slavery -- it remained a vivid memory, passed down from older family members who lived before the Emancipation Proclamation. And though the official bonds of slavery had passed, African-
Americans still found themselves treated unjustly by individuals and local legislation. Also among the Africans and people from the Caribbean were Europeans. Scottish, English, Irish, French, Spanish and Italians made distinct contributions to the New Orleans melting pot. Over time, these cultures began to borrow and adopt from each other's
traditions and music. Anthropologists call this cross-pollination syncretism. To put it simply, where African music was more rhythmically based, European music focused more on melody and harmony. Each took parts from the other. African music was Europeanized, and vice versa. This give-and-take relationship persisted into the 20th century and
continues today as jazz is played around the world. The lasting influence of the dances in Congo Square, spirituals, the blues, Creole music, European classical music and brass bands combined to make the earliest forms of jazz. The early days of jazz were not very well documented. Buddy Bolden is commonly considered the first jazz musician, but he
was born in 1877 -- and the first jazz bands are reported to have come on the scene around 1885. According to All Music Guide, Bolden formed his first band in 1895. Much of the information we have today comes through interviews from when the jazz craze was already well on its way. And, sadly, music from this early period was never recorded. A
new style of piano playing, developed toward the end of the 19th century, began to make its mark on jazz, too. But ragtime, unlike jazz, was not an improvised form of music. A piano player kept the beat with his left hand while playing a syncopated melody with the right. At the height of its popularity in the early 20th century, ragtime made inroads
with jazz musicians who began to incorporate and embellish the technique within their own style. In the early days, jazz and dancing were inextricably tied to each other. Many saw jazz as unwholesome and lower-class, largely because of its racial connections. But not everyone was opposed. White musicians, eager to learn the new music, began to
seek out black musicians, and jazz started to explode.
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